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Cedar Grove man lost his leg to 
infection after bypass surgery 
By STANLEY DUNLAP 
sdunlap@jacksonsun.com 

A West Tennessee man has 
been awarded $1.5 million by 
a Madison County jury in a 
medical negligence lawsuit 
against a Jackson doctor and 
the medical corporation that 
employs him, according to 
court records and attorneys in 
the case. 

The jury ·made the award 
Tuesday against Dr. George 

E. Thomas and Madison 
Clinic Corp. 

The award offered some clo
sure for Cedar· Grove resident 
Michael Derrick, a former 
patient of Thomas who lost a 
leg to an infection after a 
bypass surgery in the leg. 
· ''The money is not going to 

replace my leg," Derrick said 
Friday. "Most people don't get 
a second opinion; they trust 
the doctor to know what he's 
talking about. 

"I'm just hoping that I can 
get the word out (so) that it 
doesn't happen to anyone 
else," he said. 

In January 2006, Thomas 
performed bypass surgery on 
Derrick's left leg at the 
Regional Hospital o.f Jackson, 
Derrick said. 

In March 2006, Derrick 
said he went back to Thomas 
to report that he was experi
encing fevers and chills. 

At that time, he said Tho
mas told him he had the flu. 
· About a week later, Derrick 
was at Baptist Hospital in 
Nashville with. severe pain, 
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in awsuit 
and he had to have emergency 
surgery on his left foot. 

Doctors there told him a 
bacterial infection had spread 
into his left leg, which would 
have to be amputated. 

"When I got to Baptist Hos
pital, they told me I was 
nearly dead from the infec
tion," said the former Hender
son County volunteer 
firefighter. 

He said doctors told him it 
was either his "life or limb." . 

Hendersonville attorney 
Clint Kelly and Jackson's Art 
Wells represented Derrick. 

The complaint accused 

Thomas of post·operation neg
ligence and said he failed to 
inform Derrick about the risks 
and alternatives before obtain· 
ing his consent for surgery, 
Kelly said Friday. 

During eight post-surgery 
visits with Thomas, Derrick 
was not properly ·:diagnosed 
with having a bacterial infec· 
tion until it had spread to the 
point that amputation was 
necessary, Wells said. 

"He was raised to trust his 
doctors," Wells said. "He had · 
to pay some unusually high 
consequences for that trust. 
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